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Adequate Standard of Living:   

 

Vision:  All individuals with intellectual disabilities have enough money for a 

reasonable quality of life.   

Article 28 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities promotes 

1. The right of persons with disabilities to an adequate standard of living for themselves 

and their families, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the 

continuous improvement of living conditions, and shall take appropriate steps to 

safeguard and promote the realization of this right without discrimination on the basis 

of disability. 

2. Recognize the right of persons with disabilities to social protection and to the 

enjoyment of that right without discrimination on the basis of disability, and shall take 

appropriate steps to safeguard and promote the realization of this right, including 

measures: 

We all rely on the support of others to live our daily lives.  Usually we look first to our 

communities, friends and families to support us.  For a person who has an intellectual 

disability, the need for support may be greater than for others in society.  Often 

supports are needed that go beyond the natural supports that can be reasonably 

provided by family, friends or by our community.  People will typically rely on 

government-funded supports to address these exceptional needs when they cannot be 

met otherwise.  Without these additional supports people are unable to participate fully 

in community life; their opportunities to participate as effective citizens are reduced; 

and, in some cases, their personal safety is put at risk. 

Government funded community supports must be adequate, available for those who 

need them, and they should enhance the capacity of the individual to participate in 

society as a full citizen. 

We as a society must ensure that supports are provided in an adequate fashion to 

ensure that people who have an intellectual disability are able to enjoy a reasonable 

quality of life within the community. 
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PEI ACL believes that an appropriate framework for supporting the inclusion and 

capacity for citizenship of people who have an intellectual disability must include three 

main components: 

 Employment Support to ensure that a person who has a disability can be supported 

to earn an income. 

 Income Support to ensure that a person can enjoy a reasonable income and quality 

of life whether or not that person is employed. 

 Disability Related Support to provide people who have an intellectual disability the 

supports they need to be included in their community. 

 

People who have an intellectual disability are entitled to a reasonable and safe standard 

of living.  Income supports should have sufficient investment to guarantee a reasonable 

standard of living.  Support mechanisms should be indexed to the cost of living to 

ensure that erosion of benefits does not occur. 

Individualization is crucial to ensuring that a person has the support necessary to enjoy 

the benefits and fulfill the responsibilities of citizenship.  Like any other citizen, a 

person who has an intellectual disability should be able to enroll the natural supports 

that are available to them through their friends, family, community and employment. 


